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MONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2012
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY  
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services
New play to premiere about Iraq War veterans
Grand Valley will launch the world premiere 
of a new play that tells the personal stories 
of several Iraq War participants. The theater 
program commissioned the play from alumnus 
Max Bush, ’72, an award-winning playwright 
and director. 
Six performances of “An Identified Enemy” 
are scheduled in the Performing Arts Center, 
Louis Armstrong Theatre: November 9, 10, 
15 and 16, at 7:30 p.m.; and November 11 and 
17, at 2 p.m. Tickets, from $6-12, are available 
from all Startickets outlets (www.startickets.
com with a $3 service fee), or from the Box 
Office from noon-5 p.m. weekdays. Veterans 
and their families will receive free admission 
to all performances. Call x12300 for more 
information. 
“An Identified Enemy” tells the story of 
Jamie Foster, an Iraqi war veteran who has 
recently returned to civilian life. Jamie and his 
girlfriend, Della, another Iraq War vet, have 
enrolled in college and are trying to re-adjust 
to civilian life. Jamie spends most of his time 
worrying about the fate of his Iraqi friend, Jalil, 
who saved his life from an IED explosion in 
Baghdad. 
The story is set in Baghdad and 
Michigan, and the characters include 
soldiers, Iraqi men and women, 
civilian contractors, prison officials, 
intelligence officers, translators and 
others.
The play and its production have 
been in development since January. 
Bush took great efforts toward 
authenticity, working with a 
company of 10 students in a specially 
created 50-hour workshop, with 
veterans and civilian contractors with 
the Defense Department, and with 
the cooperation from the U.S. Army 
Reserve post in Walker. Students in 
the 17-member student cast include 
Navy veteran Ryan Jackson, Syrian-
born Baschar Umran, and Army 
veteran Brian Hudson.
“Like other plays of mine which are framed 
by war, the political issues are not the 
centerpiece,” said Bush. “Rather, they serve as 
the backdrop for stories about relationships 
between characters and struggles they each 
hold within themselves.”
A free reception for the audience will be 
offered in the lobby following the opening night 
performance on November 9. Two audience-
response panels will be held on stage following 
performances on November 11 (Veterans Day) 
and November 15. 
Across Campus
Grant collaboration will 
target obesity rates
Grand Valley will collaborate with the state of 
Michigan and others to develop programs to 
improve health outcomes for overweight and 
obese patients in Grand Rapids.
The Michigan Department of Community 
Health received a three-year $1.5 million grant 
from the U.S. Health Resources and Services 
Administration and will work with Grand 
Valley and Wayne State University, which will 
aid patients in Detroit.
This grant will allow MDCH and partners to 
develop a team-based approach to care for 
obese children and adults at two university-
affiliated nurse-managed primary care clinics: 
the Wayne State University Campus Health 
Center and Grand Valley’s Family Health 
Center. 
Jean Nagelkerk, vice provost for Health, said 
nursing, social work and dietetics students 
and staff members will collaborate around 
health promotion, care delivery and wellness 
measures for patients with obesity-related 
health conditions. 
Michigan ranks fifth in the nation with an adult 
obesity rate of 31.7 percent and a combined rate 
of obese and overweight adult residents of 67 
percent. 
Panel discusses Title IX
Faculty and staff members from administration, 
athletics and movement science discussed the 
civil rights advances since Title IX legislation 
passed in 1972.
Students in the audience on October 24 in the 
Kirkhof Center first watched a film, “Title IX: 
License to Thrive,” that focused on academic 
and athletic changes over the last 40 years.
Keri Becker, associate athletic director, 
said Title IX was not about taking away 
continues on page 2
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Students Baschar Umran and Bridgett Vanderhoof will perfrom the 
lead roles in ‘An Identified Enemy.’ 
continues on page 2
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Patti Rowe, professor of movement science, discusses 
Title IX advances during a panel presentation while 
Keri Becker, right, looks on.
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opportunities, but rather advancing opportunities for men and women. 
“It’s most important to remember that Title IX is about your ability to be 
here on campus together as men and women,” she said. 
Patti Rowe, professor of movement science, graduated from high school 
and college before 1972. She told the audience what it was like for her to 
take college classes with only women, and how, as a high school student, 
she was excluded from the chemistry and architectural drafting classes 
she wanted to take. 
“We used to play six-girl basketball and we weren’t allowed to use the 
length of the court because they thought it would be too taxing on girls,” 
Rowe said.
Also serving as panelists were Dwight Hamilton, assistant vice president 
for Affirmative Action, and Sally Ross, assistant professor of movement 
science. The event was sponsored by Campus Recreation.
Grand Valley will celebrate the 40th anniversary of Title IX in February 
with a reception. Visit www.gvsu.edu/womeninsports for more details.
Mock disaster set for CHS, 
volunteers needed
Grand Valley’s Emergency Preparedness Team is working with county 
and local officials to plan a mock disaster in early May at the Cook-DeVos 
Center for Health Sciences.
Details for the May 2-3 event are being finalized but it centers on the 
facility serving as an alternate care site to Spectrum Health, according to 
Katie Branch, from the Office of the Vice Provost for Health.
Branch said if a large-scale disaster or public health emergency occurred, 
many volunteers of all skill levels would be needed. Students, faculty and 
staff members are encouraged to register to become a volunteer through a 
Michigan database.
The Michigan Volunteer Registry assembles volunteers based 
on their credentials and qualifications. Register online at www.
mivolunteerregistry.org. For more information, contact Branch at 
branchka@gvsu.edu. 
Healthy Choices deadline nears
Benefit-eligible faculty and staff members who participate in Healthy 
Choices are reminded that October 31 is the deadline to complete two 
required program requirements.
Participants must complete the online Health Risk Assessment and their 
biometric screen component. Faculty and staff members who already 
completed both components can check their status by calling UMR at 
(800) 207-7680. Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness, click on the Healthy 
Choices link, for details.
continued from page 1
David Zwart 
Assistant Professor of History
With a passion for history and the belief that 
historical thinking helps us to become better 
citizens, David Zwart seems to have found his 
place in the history department at Grand Valley. 
Zwart, originally from Iowa, graduated from 
Dordt College in 1999 with a bachelor’s in 
history education. He later earned a master’s 
degree in history from California State 
University-Fresno, and a doctoral degree from 
Western Michigan University. 
Zwart said Grand Valley’s “forward momentum” 
is what attracted him to his current position as 
an assistant professor of history. In that role, 
Zwart is responsible for teaching in the social 
studies major and also supervises social studies 
students in their field placement. 
“I get to be a historian and also help students 
think about how to teach and overcome some of 
the things I struggled 
with when I first 
started teaching 
middle school,” said 
Zwart. “It’s the best 
of both worlds.”
This year Zwart said 
he looks forward to 
introducing students 
to his passions in both 
history and social 
studies education, as 
well as working with 
and learning from 
his colleagues about 
what it means to teach history.
Zwart’s personal research interests involve 
the history of Dutch America. He also grows 
his owns vegetables, eats locally as much as 
possible and enjoys spending time outdoors on 
the beach or trails.
GVFaces
David Zwart
Faculty experts will join international students 
and veterans to facilitate a public forum for 
discussing issues such as post-traumatic stress, 
cultural conflict and  racial tolerance. 
The production by the School of 
Communications is directed by Roger Ellis, 
senior theater faculty member and Army 
veteran. The campus performances are also 
supported by the Office of Multicultural Affairs, 
Middle Eastern Studies, Office of Inclusion and 
Equity, Alumni Relations, and Brooks College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies.  
continued from page 1
Play will include public forums
Sticker Shock campaign
Students in Grand Valley’s 
Upward Bound program joined 
other youth leaders in Kent 
County Prevention Coalition’s 
Sticker Shock campaign. 
The group canvassed three 
Duthler’s Family Food 
stores in Grand Rapids on 
October 13, placing stickers 
on alcoholic beverages to 
discourage underage drinking 
and purchases.
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Meijer Campus to 
host trunk or treat
The Meijer Campus in Holland will host trunk 
or treat on Monday, October 29.
Faculty and staff members are invited to 
bring their children to campus, 515 S. Waverly 
Road, from 6-8 p.m. to participate; costumes 
are encouraged. Grand Valley’s fraternity and 
sorority chapters of Delta Sigma Phi and Phi 
Mu will pass out candy. The event is free and 
open to the public.
For more information, call the Meijer Campus 
at x13910.
Interfaith Dialogue 
examines faith in 
times of suffering
Individuals experience suffering that 
challenges their faith commitment and 
understanding. What are the resources in the 
Jewish, Christian and Muslim scriptures and 
faith traditions that help people deal with such 
challenges to their faith? An event sponsored 
by the Kaufman Interfaith Institute, housed at 
Grand Valley, will explore these resources. 
Three speakers, one from each faith, are 
among the presenters during the 2012 Jewish/
Christian/Muslim Interfaith Dialogue, 
throughout the day, Tuesday, October 30, at 
Eberhard Center. 
Douglas Kindschi, director of the Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute, said the event also 
celebrates the 20th anniversary of the 
institute’s founding.
The speakers are Rabbi Donniel Hartman, an 
Orthodox rabbi and president of the Shalom 
Hartman Institute in Jerusalem; Cynthia M. 
Campbell, president emerita of McCormick 
Theological Seminary in Chicago; and Omid 
Safi, a leading Muslim professor of Islamic 
Studies at University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. 
For registration information and a complete 
schedule, visit www.2012gr.org or call x15702.
Experts present 
entrepreneurship to 
nonprofit organizations
Two experts in entrepreneurship will help 
managers better understand how to incorporate 
the tools of starting a new business into their 
nonprofit organization at an event hosted by 
the Johnson Center for Philanthropy.
Part of the Brown Bag Lunch and Learn Series, 
“Entrepreneuring in the Nonprofit World” will 
be held Wednesday, October 31, from 11:30 a.m.-
1 p.m., at the Bicycle Factory.
Presenters at the event are J. Kevin 
McCurren, executive director of the Center 
for Entrepreneurship and Innovation at the 
Seidman College of Business, and Steve Frazee, 
local entrepreneur and consultant. 
The event is free and open to the public, but 
advanced registration is requested. RSVP 
online at www.gvsu.edu/jcp, click on Upcoming 
Events. Participants should bring their own 
lunch. 
Women’s Commission 
to host networking 
reception
The Women’s Commission will host a 
reception that focuses on mentoring by 
creating opportunities for conversations 
and relationship building among women on 
campus.
The reception is set for Thursday, November 1, 
from 3:30-5 p.m. in the DeVos Center, Gordon 
Art Gallery. The event is open to all faculty and 
staff members but seating is limited to 50, so 
RSVPs are encouraged. RSVP online at www.
gvsu.edu/wcommission, click on Upcoming 
Events.
The event is held in partnership with the 
Women’s Center, Provost’s Office and Office of 
the President. 
Native American 
culture celebrated
The rich culture of Native Americans is 
highlighted in November, which is recognized 
as Native American Heritage Month.
Events planned by the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs will focus on Native American history, 
traditions and what their life is like today. All 
events, which are detailed below, are free and 
open to the public; for more information, call 
OMA at x12177 or visit www.gvsu.edu/oma.
• Thursday, November 1, 4 p.m.: “Native 
Culture, Tradition and Heritage,” Kirkhof 
Center, room 2250. The presenter is Frank 
Ettawageshik, an Odawa Indian who serves 
as a board member of the Michigan Indian 
Education Council, Great Lakes Resources 
Committee and National Trust for Historic 
Preservation.
• November 8, noon: “American Indians 
Today,” Kirkhof Center, room 2204. Levi 
Rickert, author and editor of the Native News 
Network, will give a presentation that is part of 
the Diversity Brown Bag Series.
• November 12, 4 p.m.: “Global Unity,” Cook-
DeWitt Center. Billy Mills, the second Native 
American to win an Olympic gold medal, will 
share his life story of growing up an orphan 
to competing in the 1964 Summer Olympics. 
This is also a Professionals of Color Lecture 
presentation.
Kids admitted free 
to football game
Children under 12 will be admitted free to the 
Laker football game on Saturday, November 3,  
against Wayne State University at Lubbers 
Stadium.
Two children will be admitted into the game 
per each purchased adult ticket. “Kids Free 
Day” includes activities in the Fieldhouse 
Arena prior to the game, from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Visit the website kidsfreeday.com to order 
tickets and to see more information.
What’s Ahead
Across Campus
Green Team gives 
presentation at AASHE
The Meijer Campus “Green Team” and 
Herman Miller gave a unique presentation 
in Los Angeles, California, about how higher 
education, business and nonprofits pooled 
resources to implement a community recycling 
program.
The presentation at the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education was considered “outside the box 
for an academic conference,” said Lisa Miller, 
director of the Meijer Campus.
“Instead of charts, graphs, and other 
information, Herman Miller designed a poster 
that integrated the elements of our work 
together and growing relationship through 
series of images with a QR code that linked to 
our website with the specific details,” Miller 
said. 
Miller, Melissa Peraino, director of educational 
outreach for Continuing Education, and student 
Dan Broresma gave the presentation. Broresma 
works at Herman Miller as an environmental 
specialist and is a liberal studies major at the 
Meijer Campus. He said the presentation 
at AASHE generated buzz throughout the 
conference. 
It highlighted the Green Team’s efforts in 
Holland over the past several years that include 
a zero-waste initiative and establishment of 
a job-training program at the Holland City 
Mission. 
Broresma said the program at the mission 
impacts the triple-bottom line of sustainability 
through less trash, less cost for hauling trash 
and creation of social equity.
The Sustainable Community Development 
Initiative also gave a presentation at AASHE 
about the pizza box recycling program initiated 
by the department.
From left, Dan Broresma, Lisa Miller and Melissa 
Peraino stand by their poster presentation at the 
AASHE conference.
4  FORUM  | OCTOBER 29, 2012
Sketches
Ingrid Johnson, assistant professor of 
movement science, gave a presentation, 
“Collaborative Mentoring between PETE 
Faculty and Students,” at the 2012 NASPE 
Physical Education Teacher Education 
Convention.  
Anne Sergeant, assistant professor of 
accounting, and John Weber, professor of 
geology, co-wrote a paper, “Sun Storm Dangers! 
Protecting IT, Business, and Society,” that 
was published in the Journal of Corporate 
Accounting and Finance.
Johnson Center for Philanthropy staff members 
Miles Wilson and Matthew Downey gave 
presentations, “The Impact of the ‘Fiscal 
Cliff’ on Nonprofits and Grantwriting,” at 
the Michigan Community Action Agency 
Association’s Fall Conference in Grand Rapids.
Melodee Vanden Bosch, assistant professor of 
nursing, gave two presentations at the annual 
Council for the Advancement of Nursing 
Science Conference held in Washington, D.C. 
Amy L. Masko, associate professor of English, 
was elected president of the American 
Association for Teaching and Curriculum. 
She also gave a presentation, “Curriculum 
Women: Connecting with K-12 Schools,” at the 
association’s annual conference in San Antonio, 
Texas, and co-wrote an article, “Teacher 
Accountability and Teacher Responsibility: A 
Cross-Cultural Comparison of American and 
Ghanian Schooling Practices, Policies, and a 
Reflection on NCLB,” published in Curriculum 
and Teaching Dialogue. 
Steven Smith, associate professor of social 
work, wrote an article, “An Analysis of 
Authority Issues within National Response 
Framework: Mass Care, Housing and Human 
Services Policy,” published in Risk, Hazards & 
Crisis in Public Policy.
Rick Iadonisi, affiliate instructor of writing, 
edited a book, Graphic History: Graphic Novels 
and/as History, published by Cambridge 
Scholars Publishers.
Robert Talbert, associate professor of 
mathematics, gave a webinar, “Flip Your 
College Classroom: Increase Engagement and 
Experiential Learning,” for the Higher Ed Hero 
Network.
Ranelle Brew, assistant professor of allied 
health sciences, gave a presentation, “Collegiate 
Service Learning through International 
Partnership: GVSU and the Philippines,” at the 
Michigan Premier Public Health Conference in 
Big Rapids.
Michael T. Walenta, general manager of 
WGVU Public Media, gave a presentation, “The 
Last Gift: Your New Station Opportunity and 
Strategy,” at the PBS Annual Meeting, 
Kirkhof College of Nursing faculty members 
Deborah Bambini and Elaine Van Doren gave 
three presentations at a conference, Concept-
Based Curriculum, sponsored by University of 
Kansas in Kansas City. 
Courtney Karasinski, assistant professor of 
allied health sciences, gave a presentation, 
“Language Ability, Executive Functioning, 
Response Modulation, and Behavior in a 
Diverse Sample of School-Age Children,” at the 
Symposium for Research in Child Language 
Disorders in Madison, Wisconsin.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., Oct. 29
6 p.m.: Meijer Campus hosts Trunk or Treat. 
HOL. Call x13910 for more information. 
6 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts “Walk a Mile in 
Her Shoes.” 2250 KC. Call x12748 for more 
information.
7 p.m.: Contemporary Mexican Film Festival: 
“Flor de Fango/Mud Flower.” Celebration 
Cinema, Rivertown. Call x12286 for more 
information.
Tues., Oct. 30
All Day: Kaufman Interfaith Institute hosts 
Triennial Dialogue. EC. Call x15702 for 
more information.
10 a.m.: Farmer’s Market. KC Lobby. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu.css for more information.
Wed., Oct. 31
8:30 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series: “Clear, Effective Written Style,” by 
Keith Rhodes and Charlie Lowe. 2270 KC. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register.
11:30 a.m.: Johnson Center Brown Bag Lunch 
and Learn Series: “Entrepreneuring in the 
Nonprofit World,” by J. Kevin McCurren 
and Steve Frazee. BIK. Call x17585 for 
more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for informa-
tion.
Noon: Women’s Commission Fireside Chat: 
“The Media’s Influence in Defining 
Women of Color,” by Takeelia Garrett-
Lynn. 1201 KC. Call x12748 for more infor-
mation.
6:30 p.m.: Psychology hosts Projection Film 
Series: “The Secretary.” 176 LMH. Call 
x12195 for more information.
Thurs., Nov. 1
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for more information.
3:30 p.m.: Women’s Commission Mentor 
Reception. Gordon Art Gallery, DEV. Email 
wcommission@gvsu.edu for information.
4 p.m.: Native American Heritage Month 
Event: “Native Culture, Tradition, and 
Heritage,” by Frank Ettawageshik. 2250 
KC. Call x12177 for more information.
4 p.m.: Campus Recreation hosts “The Weight 
of the Nation” followed by group discus-
sion. 2263 KC. Call x13659 for information.
6 p.m.: Student Chamber Music Ensembles. 
1121 PAC. Call x13484 for more informa-
tion.
Fri., Nov. 2
11 a.m.: Board of Trustees Meeting. LMC, 
Muskegon. Call x12180 for more informa-
tion.
Noon: Writing Center hosts Faculty Friday. 
302E DEV. Call x12922 for more informa-
tion.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts “Estate 
Planning and Other Legal Issues for the 
LGBT Community,” by Peter M. Kulas. 
2270 KC. Call x12215 for more information.
2 p.m.: AWRI Seminar: “Phosphorus Resource 
Partitioning in the Open Ocean: New 
Insights from Single Cell Approaches,” by 
Solange Duhamel. LMC. Call x13749 for 
more information.
Sat., Nov. 3
1 p.m.: Bard to Go Public Performance. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/shakes for more information.
Sports
Sat., Nov. 3
7 p.m.: Football hosts Wayne State University. 
(Kids Free Day.)
